
NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Introduction to Art     
Competency: 
The student artist will make connections between the visual arts and other disciplines.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Identify connections, similarities, and differences between the visual arts and other disciplines.  
2. Describe ways the art elements and design principles interrelate within all art disciplines.  
3. Compare and discuss universal themes that exist within the arts disciplines.  
4. Compare characteristics of visual arts within a particular historical period or style with ideas, issues, or themes in other disciplines.  
5. Consider/explain how current technology impacts visual arts and other disciplines.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can recognize when ideas and elements from other school subjects can inspire ideas or be integrated into my art work.  
I can observe how the elements and principles of designs can be used across all the visual arts.  
I can realize that much of world history can be realized through the appreciation and conclusions drawn from art history.  
I can analyze how technology affects the making of modern art and identify new media available to artists.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. List elements of other subject areas that appear in art.  
• 2. Identify ways that art can be used to show knowledge/understanding for other subject areas.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Identify patterns of elements and principles of design that appear in all visual arts.  
• 2. Relate the images, themes, and ideas from art history to world history.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Compare world history with art history and understand the importance of the latter to understanding the former.  
• 2. Develop a logical argument as to why an art work or visual diagram can successfully show learning or an understanding in 

another subject area.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Apply concepts learned in another subject area towards visual art or vice versa.  
• 2. Create art work purposefully using ideas, subject matter, concepts, and themes from other disciplines. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Introduction to Art     
Competency: 
The student artist will analyze, interpret, and evaluate their own work and the art work of others.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Describe the various purposes for creating works of visual art.  
2. Describe how people's experiences influence the development of specific art works.  
3. Explain why what is not understood is sometimes devalued.  
4. Explain how the constructive role of failure is often a part of the creative process.  
5. Critique art work through the use of proper vocabulary, principles and elements of design, meaning, feeling, mood and ideas, oral and 
written expression.  
6. Explain the varied responses to specific art works.  
7. Accept and offer constructive criticism.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can discuss the reasons for creating art .  
I can appreciate the differences in subject matter and intentions for creating art as part of each person's individuality.  
I can accept when things do not work out as intended and often incorporate an unexpected result into an art work that I find adds to the 
overall success of the art work.  
I can discuss my art work as well as the work of others using the vocabulary of art.  
I can search for meaning or purpose in art work that I don't initially understand.  
I can appreciate and respect that others may have differing opinions or responses towards my art work.  
I can show appreciation towards the work of others and offer suggestions and thoughts in a polite and respectful fashion.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Identify the use of the elements of art and principles of design in another's art work.  
• 2. State my thoughts, feelings, and understanding about the subject matter in an art work.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Make observations on the subject matter and mood of an art work and interpret the artist's intended meaning.  
• 2. Use context clues to relate the art work to the life or experiences of the artist.  
• 3. Predict responses to own created art work and identify the cause and effect for the responses from others.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Investigate several solutions to an art problem and accept failure, but also integrate unintended developments that 

unexpectedly lend itself to an art work's success.  
• 2. Draw conclusions on why an artist would chose the subject matter that they did.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Analyze an art work from multiple approaches including it's connection to art history, the principles and elements of design, 

meaning and mood.  
• 2. Critique the work of other's in a respectful manner that constructively helps another artist learn and grow. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Introduction to Art     
Competency: 
The student artist will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Understand that the visual arts have a history, purpose, and function in all cultures.  
2. Identify specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times, and places.  
3. Compare relationships of works of art to one another in terms of history, aesthetics, and cultural/ethnic groups.  
4. Describe the existence of art movements, periods, and styles.  
5. Describe universal themes that exist in art throughout history.  
6. Recognize and discuss that cultures have different aesthetics and each individual is a product of his/her culture.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can compare and contrast the art from different cultures and time periods.  
I can classify art into time periods by the art work's subject matter and style.  
I can make connections to different time periods and cultures by observing themes, subject matter, or styles that the art work have in 
common.  
I can identify specific art work done by some of the world's most famous artists including Picasso, Van Gogh, Monet, O'Keefe and others.  
I can create art work in the style of an artist or culture I am interested in.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Identify the work of specific artists.  
• List characteristics of a culture's or ethnic group's art.  
• Match art work to a specific time period, movement, or culture by it's characteristics.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Classify artwork by style, ethnicity, or time period.  
• Identify patterns in the work of art movements like Cubism, Impressionism, etc.  
• Compare the art work of different cultures to see similarities and differences.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Investigate art from different cultures, ethnicities, time periods, or artists that are interesting to the student.  
• Draw conclusions about the people of different cultures, ethnicities, or time periods based on subject matter.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Create original art work using themes, color schemes, or style of different artists, time periods, and cultures.  



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Ceramics I     
Competency: 
Students will understand that the visual arts impact everyday life.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Students will be able to identify uses of Ceramics in every day life.  
2. Students will plan and create functional pottery that can be used for a variety of purposes.  
3. Students will apply techniques and glazes properly so that the pottery is safe to use for it's intended purpose.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can identify several uses of ceramics that affect me daily including dinnerware, cooking, vases, decoration, storage, and more.  
I can plan and create objects with clay that I can use on a regular basis.  
I can construct and decorate my ceramics appropriately considering safety and function.  
I can appreciate the value of creating unique ceramic pieces that have hand made qualities and charm and the skill and techniques to 
create them.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• List a variety of everyday uses for pottery.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Categorize functional and decorative ceramics.  
• Compare hand made art to that made by mechanical means.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Formulate designs for functional ceramics that can be useful and safe.  
• Assess plans for building a ceramic piece and draw conclusions on it's usefulness and revise as necessary.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Create original art that can be used to impact every day life. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Introduction to Art     
Competency: 
The student artist will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter and ideas to communicate intended meaning in art works.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Demonstrate the use of life surroundings and personal experiences to express ideas and feelings visually.  
2. Interpret the environment through art.  
3. Invent original and personal imagery to convey meaning and not rely on copying, tracing, patterns, or duplicated materials (IE: logos, 
common icons)  
4. Research and discuss how artists develop personal imagery and style.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can create landscapes and other imagery representing places that I know or imagine.  
I can draw upon personal interests and experiences as ideas for my art.  
I can create original imagery without directly copying from existing sources.  
I can understand that through experimentation and experience an artist can develop their personal style with original and creative 
elements.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Identify objects, places, and experiences that can be used for original art work.  
• Use individual interests as subject matter.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Relate personal experience to student's own art work and the work done by others.  
• Collect and display unique ideas for use on original art work.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Investigate personal experiences, interests, and subject matter and formulate original imagery to be used in art.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Create art work with a range of subject matter that originates with the artist's creativity connected to personal interests and 

experiences.  
• Analyze existing art work from classmates and art history to discover connections between viewer and artist's experiences 

expressed in art work. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Ceramics I     
Competency: 
Students will understand that the visual arts can be analyzed and evaluated using the elements and principles of design.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Students should know the definitions of and be able to discuss artwork using the vocabulary of the elements of art: line, space, value, 
color, shape, texture and form.  
2. Students should understand the concepts of and analyze work based on balance, unity, emphasis, contrast, movement, and rhythm in 
regards to art work and be able to discuss these principles in relation to art work.  
3. Students should be able to create art work with an emphasis on the elements and principles of design.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can use and identify a wide variety of lines and shapes that can be used for ceramic decoration.  
I can use colors and values that have harmony or dissonance depending on my intention of meaning.  
I can apply controlled textures to carefully crafted forms that convey my intended meaning.  
I can purposefully create balanced, symmetrical forms when appropriate.  
I can add decoration or build constructions that lead the eye through a sculpture to a point of emphasis.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Define the vocabulary of the elements and principles of design.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Identify patterns that can be used to give sets of ceramic pieces a sense of unity.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Critique and assess own and classmate's ability to incorporate the elements and principles of design appropriately in completed 

ceramic sculpture.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Create original, finished ceramic pieces applying appropriate use of the elements and principles of design in accordance to 

teacher given parameters.  



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Ceramics I     
Competency: 
Students will understand that the creation of original work is essential 

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Students will know that original thought is important to creating new and exciting art work.  
2. Students will begin to develop a unique style that highlights their strengths regarding imagery.  
3. Students will be able to build and decorate ceramics pieces that are dissimilar to those of their classmates.  
4. Students will be able to take pride in their ability to construct unique ceramic art work.  
 

Performance Indicators: 
I can create a ceramic art work that is unlike those of my classmates.  
I can invent methods of decoration that allow my work to stand out from Òthe crowdÓ.  
I can use my strengths to decorate in a way that can be developed into a unique style.  
I can use a variety of methods to add unique qualities to the art work I create.  
I can detail why my work is different and it's unique qualities.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Identify unique characteristics of their own created artwork.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Identify patterns in their work that shows an original, developing style.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Compare their work to others to draw conclusions about whether or not their work is created in an original way.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Create original work that is unique and original.  



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Ceramics I     
Competency: 
Students will understand that works of visual arts are alternative forms of communication that generate a variety of responses.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Students will communicate a variety of interests, symbols, and subject matter purposefully through multiple art works.  
2. Students will allow the exhibit of original work and allow the school community to offer their responses to the art work.  
3. Students will plan to generate a specific response through the choice of color, lines, textures, form, or subject matter.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can create art work that effectively communicates an idea with recognizable lines, shapes, forms and symbols.  
I can plan purposeful meaning to my visual art creation to generate an intended response.  
I can accept responses from my work that I may or may not have intended with an understanding that visual imagery affects each viewer 
differently.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Identify the elements of an art piece that will generate a typical response from a viewer.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Predict the response viewers will give to an art work based on the artist's intentions.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Develop an argument as to why a viewer would respond to an art work.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Create artwork with specific goals as to what the art work communicates and the responses it will receive by those viewing the 

piece.  



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Ceramics I     
Competency: 
Students will understand the connection among visual arts and other disciplines.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Students will be able to cite how visual art relates to their other school subjects.  
2. Students will be able to incorporate knowledge from other subjects into their art work.  
3. Students will be able to apply concepts from other subjects into the planning of their finished ceramic sculptures.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can perform and relate the process of wedging clay to that of kneading dough to homogenize and reduce air pockets in the clay.  
I can understand the science of chemical change and how the clay goes through an irreversible change when fired in the kiln.  
I am able to identify additive and subtractive elements of my sculpture, as well as angles, symmetry, and shapes and then understand it's 
connection to mathematics.  
I am able to decorate and construct sculptures and functional objects similar to those created in human history.  
I can individually connect the process of building with clay with several other disciplines and classroom experiences.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• State where hand building is similar in structure or process to other subject areas.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Identify patterns between creating ceramic pieces and the learning done in other classes like math, science, family and consumer 

science, and history.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Investigate ways of incorporating structures, designs, and ideas from a interdisciplinary approach.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Connect other subject areas to the creation of original art. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Ceramics I     
Competency: 
Students will understand that the exhibition of new or existing work is essential in the visual arts.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Students will understand that visual art is created to be viewed, enjoyed, and interpreted by others.  
2. Students will know that displaying the artwork in an attractive and professional way is important.  
3. Students will prepare and arrange their ceramic art pieces thoughtfully to show off the unique and original qualities of their work.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can make decisions on how to best showcase my ceramic artwork.  
I can take pride in making my exhibition of work attractive and professional looking.  
I can identify ways to make sure the strongest decoration is showcased on my art work.  
I can display my work with the understanding that my art may generate a variety of responses from classmates.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Label art work attractively and clearly with name, lesson title, and other pertinent information.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Collect and display groupings of ceramics pieces that are related and will compliment each other for display.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Critique and allow critique of own and classmate art work based on how the created ceramic art work should best be displayed.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Design displays that will highlight the best qualities of ceramic pieces. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Ceramics I     
Competency: 
Students will understand that the visual arts can be analyzed and evaluated from structural, historical, and cultural perspectives.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Students will understand that human use of clay has existed since prehistoric times.  
2. Students will recognize styles of pottery from multiple cultures.  
3. Students will be able to imitate the style, decoration, and form from other cultures and apply them to their own creations.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can identify the style or structure of a ceramic piece from a cultural perspective.  
I can appreciate that the use of clay as a functional and decorative process has existed since before written history.  
I can incorporate the form, building methods, and decoration of world cultures into my own original art work.  
I can recite the uses of clay in ancient cultures for spiritual and functional purposes.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Recognize where a ceramic piece came from based on its structure and form, matching it to which culture it likely came from.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Classify a ceramic piece by it's purpose and decoration.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Compare the similarities between different cultures and their clay building techniques.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Synthesize cultural and historical design and decoration with student's own original creations. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Introduction to Art     
Competency: 
The artist will identify and apply the elements of art and principles of design.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Recognize, apply and evaluate art using the elements and principles of design.  
2. Use experimentation with the elements and principles of design to create successful visual art.  
3. Use critical thought to form and defend judgements about the characteristics and structures to accomplish personal and other purposes 
of art.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can define the elements of art: line, space, value, color, shape, texture and form.  
I can define the principles of design: rhythm, balance, emphasis, movement, unity, contrast, and pattern.  
I can apply the elements and principles to my own original art to solve artistic goals.  
I can analyze the use of the elements and principles of design in the art work of others.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Define the vocabulary of the elements and principles of design.  
• 2. I can tell where an artist has focused on particular elements and principles of design.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. I can classify parts of an artwork by the vocabulary of art.  
• 2. I can make observations about an artwork using the elements and principles of design to discuss specific features of the 

artwork.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Critique individual as well as the art work of others by analyzing art through the elements and principles of design.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Apply the elements of art and principles of design purposefully to achieve a variety of responses to my art.  
• 2. Create art with a focus on particular elements of art and principles of design.  
• 3. Apply a variety of media and techniques with an emphasis of particular elements of art and principles of design. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Introduction to Art     
Competency: 
The artist will develop skills necessary for understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. explore and discuss unique properties and potential of art materials.  
2. demonstrate techniques and processes for working with each art material.  
3. communicate and express ideas through a variety of materials and techniques.  
4. evaluate and select materials, techniques, and processes to facilitate the creation of art work.  
5. demonstrate safe and responsible use of tools and materials.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can use a wide variety of art media and understand that each has benefits and limitations.  
I can use a variety of art media successfully using a range of techniques.  
I can successfully communicate ideas and imagery with a variety of materials.  
I can choose which materials are the most likely to be successful for myself depending on the given artistic goal.  
I can use materials in a safe and responsible fashion.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Recognize and Identify different art media and techniques including colored pencil, marker, watercolor, tempera paint, 

printmaking, collage, scratch board, pastels, and cut paper.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Realize the benefits and challenges to using a given art media.  
• 2. Separate the media that are appropriate for an art goal and those that would not allow for success.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Investigate different techniques that an art medium allows to build a repertoire of skills with that particular material.  
• 2. Compare the different techniques and material available for making art and assessing it for appropriateness to the goal.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Create unique and original art work with several art media and techniques with an cognitive understanding of the properties of 

those materials.  
• 2. Apply explored and discovered techniques towards the goal of making new and exciting visual art. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Introduction to Art     
Competency: 
The artist will acquire critical and creative thinking skills necessary for understanding and producing art.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
Plan and organize for creating art.  
Construct and employ strategies from imaging and implementing works of art.  
Create multiple solutions and conclude that some solutions are better than others.  
Consider and discuss that concepts and images from a variety of sources can be used to create original art.  
Support how ideas develop over a period of time.  
Use the vocabulary of art.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can try several solutions to an artistic problem before deciding on the best one.  
I can search for images from several sources and incorporate them into my art in a creative and original way.  
I can accept that ideas may change and evolve as I work.  
I can use the vocabulary of the elements and principles of art to discuss the development of my work.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Define the vocabulary of the elements and principles of design  
• Identify the best solutions to an art problem 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Modify existing imagery to fit into my creative and original art 
• Collect ideas and choose the best that successfully can be incorporated into my original art 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Revise ideas as they change and evolve 
• Critique solutions to an artistic problem and accepting critique to come to the best overall product 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Create original art that is carefully planned and developed 
• Synthesize the best ideas in order to create an art work that is the student's best. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Mixed Media     
Competency: 
3. The student artist will identify and apply the elements of art and principles of design.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Recognize, apply and evaluate the elements of art in an aesthetic composition.  
2. Recognize, apply and evaluate the principles of design used in composition.  
3. Use experimentation to solve visual art problems 
4. Use critical thought to form and defend judgments about the characteristics and structures to accomplish personal or other purposes of 
art.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can recognize, apply and evaluate the elements of art and principles of design 
I can use critical thought to form and defend judgements about the characteristics and structures necessary to accomplish personal or other 
purposes of creating mixed media art 
I can utilize experimentation to solve mixed media art problems 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Isolate the elements of art used in a particular piece of mixed media art 
• 2. Describe how the elements are used in this particular work of mixed media art 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Examine the principles of art used in the above mixed media work 
• 2. Explain how the elements of art and principles of design are compiled to formulate a mixed media art work 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Create thumbnail sketches which clearly emphasize 2 or more elements of art 
• 2. Incorporate 2 or more design principles into thumbnail sketches 
• 3. Select best thumbnail and make a rough draft for a final mixed media work of art 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Create an original mixed media work of art integrating elements of art and principles of design 
• 2. During class critique, be prepared to catalog, analyze and defend the elements and principles used in this mixed media art 

work



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Mixed Media     
Competency: 
2. The student artist will develop skills necessary for understanding and applying media, techniques and processes.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Explore and discuss the unique properties and potential of art materials.  
2. Demonstrate techniques and processes for working with each art material.  
3. Communicate and express ideas through a variety of materials and techniques.  
4. Evaluate and select materials, techniques and processes to facilitate the creation of mixed media art work.  
5. Demonstrate the safe and responsible use of tools and materials.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can analyze new properties and apply new media 
I can synthesize mixed media techniques and processes 
I can analyze and select multi media 
I can evaluate processes to create mixed media art 
I can create mixed media art 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Compare the differences between mixed media art and other art forms 
• 2. Identify other mixed media artists 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Identify mixed media art work created by mixed media artists and catalog the materials used to create the art work 
• 2. Describe the process and techniques used in the creation of that art work 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Select subject matter and identify materials 
• 2. Create thumbnail sketches to gain understanding of mixed media techniques  
• 3. Make a rough draft of best thumbnail sketch 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Begin process of applying appropriate media and techniques to create a final mixed media work of art 
• 2. Have a peer and self critique of the mixed media art work 
• 3. Make revisions as are necessary



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Mixed Media     
Competency: 
1: The student artist will acquire critical and creative thinking skills necessary for understanding and producing mixed media art.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Plan and organize for creating mixed media art.  
2. Construct and employ strategies for imagining and implementing mixed media art.  
3. Create multiple solutions and conclude that some solutions are better than others.  
4. Consider and discuss that concepts and images from a variety of sources can be used to create original mixed media art.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can plan and organize prior to making mixed media art.  
I can compose and refine my strategies prior to making mixed media art.  
I can create and compare multiple solutions to my art making process.  
I can evaluate and judge which solutions are best for my art making process.  
I can perceive and judge a variety of sources to be used to create my original mixed media art work.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Produce three thumbnail sketches of possible subject matter.  
• 2. Select the thumbnail you respond to the most to make a rough draft of.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Select which media will be used in the creation of this mixed media art.  
• 2. Defend your selection as a written statement.  
• 3. Conduct a self and peer critique of draft.  
• 4. Make necessary changes.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1 Organize the inventory of suggested revisions.  
• 2. Incorporate the most valuable components from rough draft when composing a final mixed media art work.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Interpret, classify and critique the final art piece in order to glen critical and creative thinking skills necessary for understanding 

this mixed media piece of art. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Painting     
Competency: 
6. The student artist will analyze, interpret and evaluate their own art and others art work 

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Identify the various purposes for creating art 
2. Explain how peoples experiences influence the development of specific art 
3. Critique art work through the use of; proper vocabulary, using both oral and written expression 
4. Accept and offer constructive criticism 

Performance Indicators: 
I can identify the various purposes for creating art 
I can explain how peoples experiences influence the development of specific paintings 
I can critique paintings through the use of proper vocabulary, both written and oral expression 
I can accept and offer constructive criticism about my own and others paintings 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Participate in a discussion which identifies the various reasons for creating art 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Make observations about how an artists experiences influence the development of their paintings 
• 2. Compare life experiences as inspiration for making paintings with the identified purposes for creating art 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Construct a painting using your own personal experiences as inspiration 
• 2. Cite evidence that you have used personal experience 
• 3. Seek constructive criticism before revising your rough draft 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Assess your final painting through means of a written artists statement 
• 2. Appreciate and evaluate your work and the work of others who have completed the same assignment using a protocol for oral 

critique



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Painting     
Competency: 
5. The student artist will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures 

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Understand that the visual arts have a history, purpose and function in all cultures 
2. Identify specific paintings as belonging to particular cultures, times and places 
3. Compare relationships of paintings to one another in terms of history, aesthetics, and cultural/ethnic groups 
4. Describe the existence of art movements 
5. Describe universal themes that exist in art throughout history 

Performance Indicators: 
I can understand that the visual arts have a history, purpose and function in all cultures 
I can identify specific paintings as belonging to particular cultures, times and places 
I can consider the existence of art movements, periods and styles 
I can determine the universal themes that exist in paintings throughout history 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Identify cultures where the visual arts have a strong purpose and function 
• 2. Compare paintings of one culture to that of another in terms of history and cultural groups 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Research and choose an art movement 
• 2. Portray the above movement in an original painting  
• 3. Examine rough draft for "movement" accuracy by peer and self review 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Synthesize the review 
• 2. Compose a final painting indicating a strong connection to your culture 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Explain how your final painting has a relationship to your culture 
• 2. Interpret subtle differences between your final painting and a painting from history



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Painting     
Competency: 
4. The student artist will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter and ideas to communicate intended meaning in paintings 

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Demonstrate the use of life surroundings and personal experiences to express ideas and feelings visually 
2. Interpret the environment through paintings 
3. Research and discuss how artists develop personal imagery and style 

Performance Indicators: 
I can synthesize life surroundings and personal experiences to express ideas and feelings in my paintings 
I can interpret the environment through paintings 
I can generate original imagery to convey meaning in my paintings 
I can examine how artists develop personal imagery and style 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Produce a list of possible subject matter 
• 2. Produce 3 thumbnail sketches from the list 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Focus on the thumbnail sketch which generates the most personal meaning 
• 2. Transform selected thumbnail into a larger rough draft, include color scheme 
• 3. Make revisions after self critique 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Create a final painting which will convey personal meaning 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Compare the inspiration for your painting with the work of another artist 
• 2. Explain the meaning of your image in a written artists statement



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Painting     
Competency: 
4. The student artist will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter and ideas to communicate intended meaning in paintings 

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Demonstrate the use of life surroundings and personal experiences to express ideas and feelings visually 
2. Interpret the environment through paintings 
3. Research and discuss how artists develop personal imagery and style 

Performance Indicators: 
I can synthesize life surroundings and personal experiences to express ideas and feelings in my paintings 
I can interpret the environment through paintings 
I can generate original imagery to convey meaning in my paintings 
I can examine how artists develop personal imagery and style 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Produce a list of possible subject matter 
• 2. Produce 3 thumbnail sketches from the list 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Focus on the thumbnail sketch which generates the most personal meaning 
• 2. Transform selected thumbnail into a larger rough draft, include color scheme 
• 3. Make revisions after self critique 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Create a final painting which will convey personal meaning 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Compare the inspiration for your painting with the work of another artist 
• 2. Explain the meaning of your image in a written artists statement



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Painting     
Competency: 
3. The student artist will identify and apply the elements of art and principles of design.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Recognize, apply and evaluate the elements of art in an aesthetic composition 
2. Recognize, apply and evaluate the principles of design used in composition 
3. Use experimentation to solve painting problems 
4. Use critical thought to form and defend judgements about the characteristics and structures to accomplish personal or other purposes of 
painting 

Performance Indicators: 
I can recognize, apply and evaluate the elements of art and principles of design 
I can utilize experimentation to solve painting problems 
I can use critical thought to form judgements about the characteristics and structures to accomplish personal or other purposes of painting 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Point out the elements of art used in a particular painting 
• 2. Explain how an artist has effectively used the elements of art in that painting 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Categorize the principles of art used in the above painting 
• 2. Elaborate about about how the elements of art and principles of design are synthesized 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Create 3 thumbnail sketches which emphasize 3 elements of art 
• 2. Select the best thumbnail sketch and compose a rough draft with a color scheme 
• 3. Critique rough draft 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Generate an original Painting integrating the elements of art and principles of design 
• 2. Be prepared to catalog, analyze and defend the elements and principles used



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Painting     
Competency: 
2. The student artist will develop skills necessary for understanding and applying media, techniques and processes.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Explore and discuss unique properties and potential of painting materials 
2. Demonstrate techniques and processes for working with each painting material 
3. Communicate and express ideas through a variety of painting materials and techniques 
4. Evaluate and select materials, techniques and processes to facilitate the creation of paintings 
5. Demonstrate the safe and responsible use of painting tools and materials 

Performance Indicators: 
I can analyze new properties and apply paint media 
I can synthesize painting techniques and processes 
I can analyze subject matter and select paint media 
I can evaluate processes and techniques to create paintings 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. List and define painting media and painting techniques 
• 2. Identify painting techniques and processes from a variety of Master paintings 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Make observations of the media available and catalog the marks they produce 
• 2. Compare the materials and the effectiveness of each on the process 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Construct sketches of landscapes 
• 2. Select the best sketch to make a rough draft from 
• 3. Revise rough draft after self and peer critique 
• 4. Formulate a color scheme to be used on final painting 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Compose a final painting 
• 2. Assess your final painting on use of media and technique by peer and self critique



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Painting     
Competency: 
1. The student artist will acquire critical and creative thinking skills necessary for understanding and producing art 

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Plan and organize for creating paintings 
2. Construct and employ strategies for imagining and implementing paintings 
3. Create multiple solutions and deduce that some solutions are better than others 
4. Observe and appreciate that concepts and images from a variety of sources can be used to create original paintings 

Performance Indicators: 
I can plan and organize prior to making paintings 
I can compose and refine my strategies prior to making paintings 
I can create and compare multiple solutions to my painting process 
I can evaluate and judge which solution is best for my painting process 
I can perceive and judge a variety of sources to be used to paint my original art work 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Produce 3 thumbnail sketches of possible subject matter 
• 2. Choose the best thumbnail sketch and make a rough draft 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Defend why you selected this image over the others for your rough draft 
• 2. Make revisions after self and peer critique 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Organize the inventory of revisions 
• 2. Incorporate the most valuable assessments of your rough draft 
• 3. Compose a final painting 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Interpret, classify and critique the final painting in order to glean critical and creative thinking skills necessary for understanding 

this work of art



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Drawing     
Competency: 
6. The student artist will analyze, interpret and evaluate their own art work and others art work.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Identify the various purposes for creating art 
2. Explain how people's experiences influence the development of specific art 
3. Critique artwork through the use of proper vocabulary, using both oral and written expression 
4. Accept and offer constructive criticism 

Performance Indicators: 
I can identify the various purposes for creating works of visual art.  
I can explain how people's experiences influence the development of specific art.  
I can critique art work through the use of proper vocabulary, in both written and oral expression.  
I can accept and offer constructive criticism.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Participate in a discussion which identifies the various reasons for creating works of art 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Make observations about how an artists experiences influence the development of their art work.  
• 2. Compare life experiences as inspiration for making art with the identified purposes for creating art.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Construct a piece of art using your own personal experiences as inspiration.  
• 2. Cite evidence that you have used personal experience.  
• 3. Seek constructive criticism before revising your rough draft.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Assess your final work of art through means of a written artist statement.  
• 2. Appreciate and evaluate your art work and the art work of others who have completed this assignment using a protocol for oral 

critique. 



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Drawing     
Competency: 
5. The student artist will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Understand that the visual arts have a history, purpose and function in all cultures 
2. Identify specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times and places 
3. Compare relationships of works of art to one another in terms of history, aesthetics, and cultural/ ethnic groups 
4. Consider the existence of art movements, periods and style 
5. Determine the universal themes that exist in art throughout history 

Performance Indicators: 
I can understand that the visual arts have a history, purpose and function in all cultures 
I can identify specific art as belonging to particular cultures, times and places 
I can compare relationships of works of art to one another in terms of history, aesthetics, and cultural/ ethnic groups 
I can consider the existence of art movements, periods and styles 
I can determine the universal themes that exist in art throughout history 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Identify cultures where the visual arts have a strong purpose and function 
• 2. Research and compare the art of one culture to that of another in terms of history and cultural groups 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Research and choose an art movement 
• 2. Portray the above movement in a piece of original art work 
• 3. Examine rough draft by peer and self critique 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Synthesize the critique 
• 2. Compose the final drawing 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Explain how your final drawing has a relationship to your culture 
• 2. Interpret subtle differences between your final drawing and a drawing from history



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Drawing     
Competency: 
4. The student artist will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter and ideas to communicate intended meaning in artworks 

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Synthesize life surroundings and personal experiences to express ideas and feelings visually 
2. Interpret the environment through art 
3. Generate original imagery to convey meaning 
4. Examine how artists develop personal imagery and style 

Performance Indicators: 
I can synthesize life surroundings to express ideas and feelings visually 
I can synthesize personal experiences to express ideas and feelings visually 
I can interpret the environment through art 
I can generate imagery to convey meaning 
I can examine how artists develop personal imagery and style 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• 1. Produce a list of possible subject matter 
• 2. Produce 3 thumbnail sketches from the list 

Level 2 Tasks: 
• 1. Focus on the thumbnail sketch which generates the most personal meaning 
• 2. Transform selected thumbnail into a larger rough draft 
• 3. Make revisions after peer and self critique 

Level 3 Tasks: 
• 1. Consider / incorporate critique information 
• 2. Create imagery that will convey meaning 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• 1. Compare the inspiration for your image with the work of another artist 
• 2. Explain the meaning of your image in a written artist statement



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Drawing     
Competency: 
3. The student artist will identify and apply the element of art and principles of design.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Recognize, apply and evaluate the elements of art in an aesthetic composition 
2. Recognize, apply and evaluate the principles of design used in a composition 
3. Utilize experimentation to solve visual art problems 
4. Use critical thought to form and defend judgements about the characteristics and structures to accomplish personal or other purposes of 
art.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can recognize, apply and evaluate the elements of art 
I can recognize, apply and evaluate the principles of design 
I can utilize experimentation to solve problems 
I can use critical thought to form and defend judgements about the characteristics and structures used to accomplish personal or other 
purposes of art 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Knowing what the elements of art are, while looking at a great work of art, describe the elements of art used and what the artist 

has done with them.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Analyze what is going on in a particular piece of your own art, both orally and in written form . Using the elements of art as the 

language base.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Communicate your ideas in a work of art using the common language of the elements of art and the principles of design 

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Create an original work of art emphasizing a minimum of 3 of the elements of art and principles of design.  
• Catalog, analyze and defend the choices of elements and principles used by means of written self critique.  
• Compare and defend choices made with peers by means of peer critique



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Drawing     
Competency: 
1. The student artist will acquire critical and creative thinking skills necessary for understanding and producing art.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Plan and organize for creating art.  
2. Construct and employ strategies for imagining and implementing works of art.  
3. Create multiple solutions and deduce that some solutions are better than others.  
4. Observe and appreciate that concepts and images from a variety of sources can be used to create original art.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can plan and organize prior to making art.  
I can compose and refine my strategies prior to making art.  
I can create and compare multiple solutions to my art making process.  
I can evaluate and judge which solution is best for my art making process.  
I can perceive and judge a variety of sources to be used to create my original art work.  

Level 1 Tasks: 
• Produce three thumbnail sketches on planning paper.  
• Select your personal best of the 3 to work with.  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Defend why you selected this image.  
• Construct a rough draft.  
• Make revisions after self and peer critique.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Organize the inventory of revisions.  
• Incorporate the most valuable assessments of your rough draft.  
• Compose a final drawing.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Interpret, classify and critique the final drawing in order to glean critical and creative thinking skills necessary for understanding 

this piece of art.  



NRHS Competency Indicators and Tasks 
Subject: Art 

Course name: Drawing One     
Competency: 
2. The student artist will develop skills necessary for understanding and applying media, techniques and processes.  

Knowledge and Skills: 
1. Explore unique properties and potential of art materials.  
2. Demonstrate techniques and processes for working with each art material.  
3. Evaluate and select materials, techniques and processes to facilitate the creation of artwork.  
4. Apply safe and responsible use of tools and materials.  

Performance Indicators: 
I can analyze new properties and apply art materials 
I can synthesize techniques and processes 
I can analyze and select materials 
I can evaluate processes used to create art 
I can create art 

Level 1 Tasks: 
• List and define media and techniques.  
• Identify techniques and processes from the portfolio of Vincent Van Gogh.  
• (including drawings from sketchbooks)  

Level 2 Tasks: 
• Make observations of the media available and the marks they produce.  
• Compare and contrast the materials and the effectiveness of each on the process of thumbnail sketching.  

Level 3 Tasks: 
• Construct sketches of your own room using a variety of drawing media, from multiple angles and viewpoints.  
• Select best sketch and create a rough draft using the most appropriate media.  
• Conduct peer and self critique of rough draft and make all necessary revisions.  

Level 4 Tasks: 
• Synthesize and apply all of the above to create a final drawing of your room. 



 


